Consent Form: Human Research
Melbourne Veterinary School 
[bookmark: _Hlk121128750]Faculty of Science 

Project: Fungal survey on caving equipment of Australian cavers
“Fungal spore richness and diversity in Australian caves”

Responsible Researchers: 
A/Prof Jasmin Hufschmid, Associate Professor in Wildlife Health and primary supervisor
Email: huj@unimelb.edu.au  

Primary contact:
Anna Langguth, PhD Candidate and primary contact
Tel: +61 0 424 102 396 | Email: a.langguth@unimelb.edu.au 


1. I consent to participate in this project, the details of which have been explained to me, and I have been provided with a written plain language statement to keep. 
2. I understand that the purpose of this research is to 
a) Investigate whether the fungus Pseudogymnoascus destructans is currently present in Australian caves.
b) Identify fungal spore diversity found on the caving equipment of cavers in south-east Australia, and therefore, in caves within the region.
c) Identify fungal spore abundance found on the caving equipment of cavers in south-east Australia, and therefore, the likelihood of spore transmission between regions. 
3. I understand that my participation in this project is for research purposes only and will entail:
a) Collecting one or more (up to three) fungal swabs from my equipment after a cave visit.
b) Completion of a sample form detailing origin of samples and which item was swabbed.
c) Submission of samples to the University of Melbourne via pre-paid envelope at my earliest convenience.
4. I understand that collated and analysed data presented in publications and in theses will contain no personally identifiable information as they will only pertain to samples collected by me.
5. In case Pseudogymnoascus destructans is found on one the samples collected by me, and the cave’s location cannot be determined from data provided on the submission form, I agree to being contacted via email to confirm sample origin.
6. I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw from this project anytime without explanation or prejudice and to request disposal of any unprocessed samples or data that I have provided. 
7. I understand that the contact address I am providing for the purposes of being sent a sampling kit will be stored at the University of Melbourne and will be kept at most until October 2025. 
8. I have been informed that the confidentiality of the information I provide will be safeguarded subject to any legal requirements; my data will be password protected and accessible only by the named researchers.
9. I understand that after I sign and return this consent form, it will be retained by the researcher.  

	Preferred address for delivery of sampling kit: 
Click or tap here to enter text.



	Name of Participant:  
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Date: 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Participant’s signature:   
(Tap draw with touch on tool bar)   
	Click or tap here to enter text.
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